
TT 1 
 

Trail Trials Resolutions 
 

 
Resolution # TT 1 
Trail Trials, SEC. 2.0 General Rules, rule 2.12 
 
WHEREAS, at the 2014 convention a resolution was passed that removed the obstacle “tailing” 
from section 12 of the rules, and; 
 
WHEREAS, it was the intent of the program to outlaw leading from behind or “Tailing” as part of 
an obstacle:  
 
Therefore be it Resolved that Trail Trials, SEC. 2.0 General Rules, rule 2.12 be amended as 
follows: 
 
Add: 
 
2.12.3   Leading from behind known as Tailing shall not be used as an obstacle. 
 
Note – Change section # to 2.20 
 
Submitted by: Dean Fisher, Senior Member    
Committee: Adopted as written __ Adopted as amended _X Rejected__  
Council Of Members: Adopted as written __ Adopted as amended __ Rejected__ 

 
Resolution # TT 2 
Trail Trials, SEC. 2.0 General Rules, rule 2.14.1 
 
WHEREAS, it is the intent of the program to be clear and specific to the competitors as to when 
they may enter an obstacle, and; 
 
WHEREAS, there has been confusion especially among new competitors; 
 
Therefore be it Resolved that Trail Trials, SEC. 2.0 General Rules, rule 2.14.1 be amended as 
follows: 
 
2.14.1 Judging shall start when told you are now being judged or as soon as the giving of 

obstacle directions is complete and the rider acknowledges their understanding of the 
directions the phrase “You may proceed” is given to the competitor. The phrase “you may 
proceed” is mandatory and competitors must enter the obstacle only after it is given. 
Judging will stop as soon as the participant completes the last task given in the obstacle 
instructions. Competitors may be asked to proceed to a given point to wait for their co-
riders but will not be judged between the obstacle and the area given for waiting.   

 
 
Submitted by: Dean Fisher, Senior Member    
Committee: Adopted as written __ Adopted as amended _X Rejected__  
Council Of Members: Adopted as written __ Adopted as amended __ Rejected__ 
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Resolution # TT 3 
Trail Trials, SEC. 2.0 General Rules, rule 2.16 and 2.17 
 
WHEREAS, this rule needs to be split into two as it is confusing and does not address the 
penalty for dismounting within an obstacle, and;  
 
WHEREAS, both sentences should be separate; 
 
Therefore be it Resolve that Trail Trials, SEC. 2.0 General Rules, rule 2.16 and 2.17 be 
amended as follows: 
 
Split into 2.16 and 2.17 and the remaining  sections be renumbered: 
 

 
2.16  Trail Trials is a mounted event.  Should a rider choose to dismount when not instructed 

to within the obstacle directions, they shall be disqualified. 
 
2.16.1  It is allowed should a rider dismount to retrieve a prop they may have dropped 

which is necessary to complete the obstacle and they immediately remount and 
complete the obstacle but the dismount/remount will judged accordingly. 

 
2.17  A horse at any event may only be ridden by one rider in the event. Should a horse 

qualify for the SCE under multiple riders, only one rider will be allowed to enter the SCE.  
 
 
Submitted by:  Diane Medlock, Family member  
Committee: Adopted as written X_ Adopted as amended __ Rejected__  
Council Of Members :  Adopted as written __ Adopted as amended __ Rejected__ 

 
Resolution # TT 4 
Trail Trials, SEC. 4.0 Categories and Divisions, rule 4.2 
 
WHEREAS, the age divisions were changed several years ago to try and even out the various 
classes, and;  
 
WHEREAS, by adding an additional age division it has required ride sponsors to add more 
awards for classes with minimal participation, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the change has not worked and is not a benefit to the program and should be 
statewide, not only at SCE; 
 
Therefore be it Resolved that Trail Trials, SEC. 4.0 Categories and Divisions, rule 4.2 be amended 
as follows: 
 
Each category will have the following divisions.  
 
17 and under  
18-55  
56 and over 
18-49 
50-59 
60+ 
 
Submitted by:  Diane Medlock, Family member  
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Committee: Adopted as written __ Adopted as amended X_ Rejected__  
Council Of Members :  Adopted as written __ Adopted as amended __ Rejected__ 
 
 
 
Resolution # TT 5 
Trail Trials, SEC. 7.0 Senior Judge Responsibilities, rule 7.1 
 
WHEREAS, years ago the program by resolution no longer allows regions to have their own set 
of Trail Trials rules, and; 
 
WHEREAS, senior Judges do not have jurisdiction over region high point program rules, 
therefore: 
 
Therefore be it Resolved that section 7.0 Senior Judge Responsibilities, rule 7.1 be amended as 
follows; 
 
 
7.1   He will interpret State rules and will have the responsibility of making the final ruling 
 
 
Submitted by: Dean Fisher, Senior Member    
Committee: Adopted as written X_ Adopted as amended __ Rejected__  
Council Of Members :  Adopted as written __ Adopted as amended __ Rejected__ 

 
Resolution # TT 6 
Trail Trials, SEC. 12.0 Obstacle Skills, rule 12.4 and SEC. 13.0 Obstacle Judging – Score 
Sheet Standards, rule 13.4 
 
WHEREAS, a portion of the rules in section 12.4 are in conflict with section 13.4; 

 
Therefore be it Resolved that Trail Trials, SEC. 12.0 Obstacle Skills, rule 12.4 and SEC. 13.0 
Obstacle Judging – Score Sheet Standards, rule 13.4 be amended as follows: 

 

The following wording shall be removed from the rules in section I 2.4:  

 

"At the riders discretion the horse may be secured by ground tying or by tucking a portion of 

the lead into the riders belt or pocket or over the riders shoulder, however points will be 

assessed if the horse moves off the ground tie or dislodges a lead rope from the belt, pocket, 

or shoulder." 

 
Be it further Resolved that Section 12.4 to read as follows: 

 
12.4 Hoof check: Horse will stand quietly. The criterion for this obstacle is a safe leg pick 

up, not the method of cueing the horse to pick up the leg. If the rider is holding the 

horse rather than tying him, letting go of the lead rope will be penalized. Riders shall 

not be assessed points for the lead rope merely touching the ground unless there is 

an issue with safety. Hoof boots are not required to be removed to check hoof. 

 
Submitted by: Charlotte Johnson, Senior Member 
Committee: Adopted as written __ Adopted as amended __ Rejected_X  
Council Of Members :  Adopted as written __ Adopted as amended __ Rejected__ 
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Resolution # TT 7 
Trail Trials, SEC. 12.0 Obstacle Skills, rule 12.4 
 
WHEREAS,  several techniques of holding the lead rope during a hoof check were added last 
year which seems to be adding confusion this year, and; 
 
WHEREAS,  a ground tie is stipulated elsewhere in the rules to be used by Advanced riders 
only and within an enclosed space;  
 
Therefore be it Resolved  that Trail Trials, SEC. 12.0 Obstacle Skills, rule 12.4 be amended as 
follows: 
 
The reference to ground tying be removed.  The section should read: 
 
12.4  Hoof check: Horse will stand quietly. The criterion for this obstacle is a safe leg pick up, 

not the method of cueing the horse to pick up the leg. If the rider is holding the horse 
rather than tying him, letting go of the lead rope will be penalized. At the riders discretion 
the horse may be secured by ground tying or by tucking a portion of the lead into the riders 
belt or pocket or over the riders shoulder, however points will be assessed if the horse 
moves off the ground tie or dislodges a lead rope from the belt, pocket, or shoulder. Riders 
shall not be assessed points for the lead rope merely touching the ground unless there is 
an issue with safety. Hoof boots are not required to be removed to check hoof.  

 
Submitted by:  Diane Medlock, Family member  
Committee: Adopted as written X_ Adopted as amended __ Rejected__  
Council Of Members : Adopted as written __ Adopted as amended __ Rejected__ 

 
Resolution # TT 8 
Trail Trials, SEC. 12.0 Obstacle Skills, rule 12.6 
 
WHEREAS, it is not clearly defined in the uphill directions which way a horse should face when 
on a slope; 
 
Therefore be it Resolved that Trail Trials, SEC. 12.0 Obstacle Skills, rule 12.6 be amended as 
follows: 
 
Add  “or significant downhill slope.”    Rule 12.6 to read as follows: 
 
12.6 Uphill: Before beginning ascent check cinch and breast collar, if used. A rider is to be 

positioned appropriately, maintaining the center of balance. No penalty for holding the 
mane or neck to secure the forward position. Horse to negotiate a slope in a safe 
manner. At riders' discretion, horse may stop to blow, as needed. If the rider is asked to 
stop on an uphill and there is sufficient room, the rider shall rest their horse so that all 
four hooves are on ground that is as level as possible. The location of the stop shall be 
clearly marked and given in the directions for the uphill. At no time should a rider position 
his mount, haunches toward a drop off or significant downhill slope.  For purposes of 
cinch check requirement, the Senior Judge determines an uphill obstacle. Ride 
management will use the word "uphill" in the directions each rider receives from the 
obstacle judge.  

 
 
Submitted by: Kelly York, Senior Member 
Committee: Adopted as written X_ Adopted as amended __ Rejected__  
Council Of Members : Adopted as written __ Adopted as amended __ Rejected__ 
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Resolution # TT 9 
Trail Trials, SEC. 12.0 Obstacle Skills, rule 12.7 
 
WHEREAS, it is not clearly defined in the downhill directions which way a horse should face 
when on a slope; 
 
Therefore be it Resolved that Trail Trials, SEC. 12.0 Obstacle Skills, rule 12.7 be amended as 
follows: 
 
Add “or significant downhill slope.” 
 
 
12.7  Downhill: Before beginning descent check cinch and crupper if used. The rider to be 

positioned appropriately maintaining the center of balance. Riders may use a hand on 
the saddle to support themselves, but must not do so in such a way as to unbalance the 
horse. Horse to negotiate the slope in a safe manner. At rider’s discretion, horse may 
stop to blow, as needed. If the rider is asked to stop on a downhill and there is sufficient 
room, the rider shall rest their horse so that all four hooves are on ground that is as level 
as possible. The location of the stop shall be clearly marked and given in the directions 
for the downhill. At no time should a rider position his mount, haunches toward a drop off 
or significant downhill slope. For purposes of cinch check requirement, the Senior 
Judge determines a downhill obstacle. Ride management will use the word "downhill" in 
the directions each rider receives from the obstacle judge.  

 
 
Submitted by: Kelly York, Senior Member 
Committee: Adopted as written X_ Adopted as amended __ Rejected__  
Council Of Members : Adopted as written __ Adopted as amended __ Rejected__ 

 
Resolution # TT 10 
Trail Trials, SEC. 12.0 Obstacle Skills, rule 12.12 
 
WHEREAS, there is no mention of ground tying in section 12.0 Obstacle Skills; 
 
Therefore be it Resolved that Trail Trials, SEC. 12.0 Obstacle Skills, rule 12.12 be amended as 
follows: 
 
Add: 
 
Ground tying refers to leaving a horse standing while the rider walks away.  Horse should not 
walk away as rider leaves. not moving with the head up and attached to a line that isn’t secured 
to anything, while you walk away.  When using split reins or a mecate to ground tie, the reins or 
mecate must be dropped to the ground under the horses chin.   Reins, get down rope, lead rope 
or neck rope may be used to ground tie.  Riders with loop reins with snaps may unsnap one end 
of loop reins and use for ground tying. When using loop reins that don’t snap, the lead rope 
must be dropped to the ground under the horses chin and the reins must be secured to the 
saddle.  Points may be given if horse moves  steps away while being ground tied. 
 
Submitted by: Kelly York, Senior Member 
Committee: Adopted as written __ Adopted as amended X_ Rejected__  
Council Of Members : Adopted as written __ Adopted as amended __ Rejected__ 
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Resolution # TT 11 
Trail Trials, SEC. 12.0 Obstacle Skills, rule 12.12 
 
WHEREAS, there is no mention of hobbling in section 12.0 Obstacle Skills; 
 
Therefore be it Resolved that Trail Trials, SEC. 12.0 Obstacle Skills, rule 12.12 be amended as 
follows: 
 
Add: 
 
Some obstacles may require riders to hobble their horse.  Obstacle judge will judge observe if 
the rider has hobbling equipment and the ability to put it on safely.  The horse must stand quietly 
and accept the hobbles.  The reins, mecate and lead rope must be secured and not dropped on 
the ground.  The horse will not be penalized for slight minor movement while standing with 
hobbles.  It is the rider’s discretion to determine what may be used to hobble as long as it is 
deemed safe i.e. lead rope, rein, t-shirt or commercial hobbles. 
 
Submitted by: Kelly York, Senior Member 
Committee: Adopted as written __ Adopted as amended X_ Rejected__  
Council Of Members : Adopted as written __ Adopted as amended __ Rejected__ 

 
Resolution # TT 12 
Trail Trials, SEC. 13.0 Obstacle Judging – Score Sheet Standards, rule 13.7 
 
WHEREAS, when the refusal scoring was defined several years ago and the refusal process 
was written into the rules, this statement was inadvertently left within this section “The team has 
three opportunities to attempt an obstacle; demerits to be assessed for each attempt”, and;  
 
WHEREAS, the refusal has a set number of points to be added per refusal; 
 
Therefore be it Resolved that Trail Trials, SEC. 13.0 Obstacle Judging – Score Sheet 
Standards, rule 13.7 be amended as follows: 
 
The third sentence “The team has three opportunities to attempt an obstacle; demerits to be 
assessed for each attempt” be removed.  The revised section shall now read: 

 
13.7  Bypass or Disqualify: It is the participant’s responsibility to bypass any obstacle they 

deem as beyond their team’s skill level. Safety and common sense should always be 
kept in the participant’s mind. After the horse refuses three times the rider is disqualified 
for this obstacle and receives full penalty points except a cinch check.  

 
 
Submitted by:  Diane Medlock, Family member  
Committee: Adopted as written X_ Adopted as amended __ Rejected__  
Council Of Members :  Adopted as written __ Adopted as amended __ Rejected__ 
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Resolution # TT 13 
Trail Trials, SEC. 13.0 Obstacle Judging – Score Sheet Standards, rule 13.7 
 
WHEREAS, when the horse and rider are given one, two, or three refusals they need to be 
advised of each refusal in order to take corrective action with their horse in an effort to avoid 
disqualification, and after a third refusal be advised that they are disqualified from further action 
on the obstacle, and; 
  
 WHEREAS, despite the fact that it is now common practice for obstacle judges to advise the 
rider of each refusal, and it is common practice for Senior Judges to instruct obstacle judges to 
announce each refusal, and; 
 
WHEREAS, there is currently no rule requiring such refusal announcements by obstacle judges; 
 
Therefore be it Resolved that Trail Trials, SEC. 13.0 Obstacle Judging – Score Sheet 
Standards, rule 13.7 be amended as follows: 
 
 
Include the following wording after the sentence, ‘The team has three opportunities to attempt 
an obstacle; demerits to be assessed for each attempt’: The obstacle judge will announce, out 
loud, the number and the word “refusal” at each refusal assessment to the rider. 
  
Submitted By: Joane Job, CSHA Family Member, Jody Rumsay, CSHA Family Member, 
Andrew Turnbull, CSHA Indirect Member, San Ramon Valley Horseman's Association 
 
Committee: Adopted as written __ Adopted as amended __ Rejected X_  
Council Of Members :  Adopted as written __ Adopted as amended __ Rejected__ 
 


